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AgENdA

Thursday, 26th Nov. 2009 

Morning    

Opening session

Block I: New approaches to child poverty 
The session will introduce the current global 
thinking on child poverty and address innovative, 
multidimensional approaches to define and measure 
child poverty, both globally and in Viet Nam. 

Afternoon  

Block II: Children in the national development agenda 
The session will examine gaps in the existing socio-
economic and poverty reduction policy framework of 
Viet Nam, and identify the opportunities to address 
multidimensional child poverty in national plans and 
strategies.  

Friday, 27th Nov. 2009 

Morning  

Block III: Child-centred social protection
The session will focus on sharing international 
experiences and good examples that address 
multidimensional child poverty and which can assist 
Viet Nam in addressing remaining challenges. 

Block IV: Remaining challenges and next steps on 
child poverty in Viet Nam 

The session will identify and provide an opportunity 
for discussion of key policy issues raised during the 
conference. Participants will formulate policy options 
in order to achieve the policy changes required to 
reduce multidimensional child poverty in Viet Nam. 
Concluding session 



“Children living in poverty are 
deprived of nutrition, water and 
sanitation facilities, access to basic 
health-care services, shelter, education, 
participation and protection, and 
while a severe lack of goods and 
services hurts every human being, 
it is most threatening and harmful 
to children, leaving them unable to 
enjoy their rights, to reach their full 
potential and to participate as full 
members of the society.”  

(UN general Assembly 2007)

despite remarkable recent success in reducing poverty in Viet 
Nam, child poverty today is almost certainly more prevalent 
and severe than is commonly believed. This is because the 
monetary approach of measuring poverty, and the poverty 
reduction policies and programs that rely on these measures, 
give little consideration to the specificities of child poverty and 
children’s needs, which are different from those of adults. 

As the government of Viet Nam is preparing its next Socio-
Economic development Strategy (2011-2020), Socio-Economic 
development Plan (2011-2015) and other national strategies, 
there is an urgent need to think about child poverty in a new 
and innovative way, including using child-specific measures 
of child poverty, and new ways of integrating child poverty 
concerns into the design and implementation of public policies.

According to the multi-dimensional approach to child poverty:

• one third of Vietnamese children  are poor, or deprived 
according to international standards in at least two of 
the following areas: education; nutrition; health; shelter; 
water and sanitation; labour; leisure; social inclusion and 
protection

• on an overall basis, the multidimensional child poverty 
rate is higher than the household (monetary) poverty 
rate in six out of Viet Nam’s eight regions. The Red River 
delta and South East regions have the lowest levels 
of child poverty, while the North West and North East 
regions have the highest.

Children in Viet Nam are most deprived in the areas of 
water and sanitation, leisure, and health. The government 
of Viet Nam, in partnership with UNICEF, is organising a 
high-level conference on child poverty in Viet Nam, entitled 
“A New Approach to Child Poverty in Viet Nam”. The 
purpose of the conference is to bring together the latest 
knowledge and expertise from different stakeholders in 
and outside of Viet Nam to translate recent conceptual and 
research work on new, multidimensional approaches to 
child poverty into concrete policy options that contribute to 
improved child well-being in Viet Nam. 

Under the leadership of the Ministry of Labour, Invalids and 
Social Affairs and the Ministry of Planning and Investment, 
the conference will bring together high level representatives 
from the Communist Party, National Assembly, Prime 
Minister’s Office, line ministries and agencies, bilateral and 
multilateral organisations, NgOs and academic institutions, 
and a wide range of international and national academic 
and policy experts. Together, these actors will play a key 
role in determining and supporting the most appropriate 
policy options to address multidimensional child poverty in 
an integrated and comprehensive manner, while bringing 
children’s issues into the heart of Viet Nam’s development 
agenda as it moves towards middle income status. 


