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Equity for Children (EFC) began monitoring major voices through its “Approaches 
to Equity” study in 2013 to see how the concept of equity is understood among 
stakeholders of the Sustainable Development agenda.  By analyzing key 
institutional reports and conducting interviews with senior-level professionals of 
international organizations as well as researchers and foundations, the project 
gathers points of consensus and common understanding of this emerging 
framework. These stakeholder perspectives respond to EFC’s question: How is 
equity perceived by the international development community and what does it 
mean going forward? There is broad consensus on many aspects of equity, but 
above all, our research shows that equity-focused Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) can count on a large coalition of constituencies that will join Member 
States efforts towards social justice and must work in an inter-sectoral manner for 
holistic services.  
 

Key Findings  
 

1. Main characteristics of equity 
Equity is broadly defined in terms of fairness and avoidance of unnecessary deprivations. 
Both of these characteristics have to do with circumstances that are beyond an 
individual’s control such as economic status, place of birth, race, and gender. 
Essentially this finding implies that it must be a priority to reach the most vulnerable 
in order to level the playing field. All respondents answered that the way inequity is 
experienced by the most vulnerable populations, or how inequity is manifested, is as 
barriers to accessing services. The study found that the foremost reason to pursue an 
equity agenda is seen as a way to realize human rights though there are also other 
positive effects of equity on a society.  These outcomes include being: 

● beneficial to improve economic growth,  
● cost-effective,  
● a sustainable framework, and  
● promoting social cohesion.  

 

2. Structural and root causes of inequity  
The most frequent responses to the question “What causes inequity?” were exclusion 
and multiple forms of vulnerability, social policy and governance issues, as well as 
macroeconomic issues. Systemic discrimination based on group characteristics, such as 
ethnicity, location, religion, gender and race largely manifest in exclusion from needed 
services.  
 

3.  Children living in poverty and early childhood are considered to be a priority  
The majority of all respondents pointed to children living in poverty and the most 
vulnerable segments of society and early childhood as priority demographics to reach.  
 



 
The rationale behind this is that children are disproportionately vulnerable to 
disadvantages and deprivations. Many respondents noted that within the most 
excluded  
groups of people, reaching children in early childhood has the greatest potential to 
avoid deprivations with long-lasting impacts and to end the cycle of poverty.  
 

4.   Recommendations on how to address inequities 
● Implementing efficient social policies that strengthen equitable budget 

allocation and social cash transfers as part of social protection. 
● Taking measures against discriminatory norms and practices. 
● Addressing economic macro structures through fair progressive taxation and 

combating capital flight to generate a budget for fair redistribution. 
● Investing in disaggregated data collection at national level to gather evidence 

on specific vulnerable groups to track inequities. 
● Prioritizing community based and context based approaches rather than 

top-down processes in programming, policymaking and monitoring. 
Marginalized populations, including children and young people, should be 
involved. 

 
Relevance of findings for Sustainable Development Goals: 
1. The SDGs should have measurable targets that aim to reach the most 

disadvantaged children. 
2. An equity lens should be incorporated into the framework so that 

governments will collect and monitor data that that can be disaggregated 
by sex, age, race, ethnicity, income, location, disability, etc. to advance the 
realization of human rights. Collecting evidence of best practice are 
essential in this pursuit. 

3. Additional targets on the redistribution of income and power should be 
included. Doing so would promote a more comprehensive stance to go 
beyond poverty reduction and attempt to narrow inequalities through 
structural instruments such as progressive taxation.  

4. Governments and non-governmental actors should focus not only on 
policies and programs for poverty reduction but also on combating 
corruption, tax evasion and money laundering; these efforts contribute to 
the capacity of the state to redistribute income. Civil society and 
governments should adopt an “equity lens” to incorporate these goals into 
their policymaking.  

5. Targets should capture not only poverty reduction but also the reduction 
of social and economic gaps between the most disadvantaged and the most 
advantaged children.  

6. Early child hood development should be included as a key strategy. 
 
 

EFC’s Approaches to Equity study is comprised of analysis from the following sources: 
High-level researchers: Alicia Ely Yamin (Harvard University), Emma Samman (ODI), Miles Corak (University of 
Ottawa), Alejandro Acosta (Inter’l Center for Education and Human Development,  Benard Aigokhan (Ambrose 
Alli University), Hinke Haisma (University of Groningen),  Paul Dornan (Young Lives), Juliana Martinez Franzoni 

(University of Costa Rica), Keetie Roelen (IDS) 
 

International Institutions: UNDP, WHO, Post-2015 MDGs Agenda, World Bank, UNICEF, EFC, Save the 
Children, UN Women, UNFPA, Oxfam 

 



Foundations: Ford Foundation, Kendeda Fund, The Summit Foundation, Annie E. Casey Foundation, The William 
T. Grant Foundation 

The study’s desk review, and all interviews can be found at 
http://www.equityforchildren.org/approaches-to-equity/ 

For more information, contact: equityforchildren@newschool.edu 
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