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Presentation Outline 

•  Brief History of Summits and Goals. Lessons learned? 
WSC 1990, WSS 2000, Poverty and equity debate 

•  Equity is now on the agenda but does it translate to 
policy?  

Ø  Approaches to Equity research 
Ø  Children and intra-urban inequities (Latin America research) 

•  The SDGs Can Tackle Inequities 
Ø  Social accountability, local action, child and adolescent voice: The cases of 

Como Vamos, Colombia and the Matanza-Riachuelo Basin, Argentina 

•  The SDGs, Children and Equity: Next Steps 

   



A Brief History: Summits and Goals 

• 1990 - World Summit for Children and Goals & 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

• 2000 - World Social Summit and MDGs 
• Early 2000s - Multidimensional Child Poverty 

and Equity Debate  
• 2006 - Equity for Children Initiative (EFC) 
• 2010 - Equity on the agenda 
• 2013-2014 - Post-2015 Debate 
• 2015+ - SDGs  



Brief History 
World Summit for Children 1990  

  
• Which goals: doable, measurable, time bond 

1990 - 2000, global & national averages 
• Needs or rights?  
 The Convention on the Rights of the Child 

•  Lessons learned: National and local ownership 
and action, equity matters, information 
disaggregated, participation/voice      



Brief History 
Mind the Gap  

Source:	  Minujin	  and	  Delamonica	  Journal	  of	  Human	  Development,	  November	  2003	  

•    Equity missing from agenda and from policy 
•  Statistically significant reductions in U5MR occur among top 20% 



Or	  only	  poverty?	  



Our Vision: 
•  Social, economic, cultural, political rights -- all children 
worldwide 

•  Societies based on social justice and human rights 

•  Fair distribution of power and resources for all children, 
families 

•  All children protected from harm and discrimination 
Our Actions: 
•  Conduct original research to promote awareness 

•  Create and disseminate knowledge  

•  Conduct advocacy, engaging with authorities to influence 
policy + programs 



 
 
Equity is now on the agenda but does it 
translate to policy?  
 
 
 
Approaches to Equity Research 
•  High consensus that inequities are caused by wealth, 

ethnicity, gender, age, religious beliefs, location 
exclusion. Equal opportunities and outcomes? 

•  Equity-focused policies and programs starting in 
early childhood offer greatest potential to end cycle 
of poverty   

•  Lack of broad and efficient social policies contribute 
substantially to inequities 

•  Global inequity due to prevailing economic power 
and macroeconomic policies  



Equity is now on the agenda but does it 
translate to policy?  

Children and Intra-urban Inequities  
• Urban averages mask huge intra-urban child 

and adolescent inequities and exclusion 
• More than 50% of children live in urban areas. 

Most of them are poor. 
•  In Latin America more than 80% live in urban 

areas. More than 30% live in highly deprived 
households. 

•  Intra-urban disparities are higher than rural/
urban disparities 



• Adolescents aged 12-17 from “highly deprived” urban areas are nearly 3x more likely to 
not attend school or to work than children from “non-deprived” urban areas (3x+  in 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Argentina, Uruguay) 
•  Gap among rural and urban areas is lower (2x) than intra-urban gap (2.6x) 
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Equity is now on the agenda but does it 
translate to policy? 	  



The SDGs Can Tackle Inequities: 
Social Accountability, Local Action, Child and 
Adolescent Voice 
Reducing Inequities for Children in Colombian Cities –  
The Case of Como Vamos, Colombia 
 

Objective  
•  Improve child wellbeing and reduce inequalities through joint participation by 

local community groups, young people, other citizens, policymakers, 
government officials  

Methodology  
•  Research and data analysis 
•  Negotiation and consensus building  
•  Communication, voice and media work 
Results 
•  Monitoring system in 7 Colombian cities on early childhood inequities owned 

by Civil Society Organizations, Como Vamos network and local, municipal and 
national authorities 

•  Work plan to address inequality going forward  



Infant Mortality Rate: Local  Inequities 
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SDGs, Children and Equity: Next Steps 

1.  Put children at the center of the policy agenda 
and include the most disadvantaged  

2.  Prioritize community- and context-based 
approaches, not top down “one size fits all”  

3.  Disaggregate data by sex, age, race, income,    
location, disability 

4.  Develop measurable goals to monitor progress, 
narrowing social, cultural and economic gaps 
between least / most advantaged children  



SDGs, Children and Equity: Next Steps  

5. Support social accountability mechanisms 
enabling citizens, children and youth to track 
governments’ / institutions’ performance     

6. Invest in inclusive social protection 
strategies as key components of social policy 

7. Address inequities and macroeconomic 
structures: emphasize progressive taxation, 
anti-corruption measures, illicit financial 
transfers, tax evasion 

8.  Support NGOs like CROP + EFC to research, 
advocate and advance the policy agenda 


