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Despite the continuing hardships with which we are all living, | am excited to share
that Equity for Children had a tremendous year of accomplishment in 2021, working to improve
the lives of children and their families.

In 2021, Equity for Children continued advancing the social justice agenda for children and
strengthening the impact of programs and policies related to Covid-19 response. We created
and disseminated original research and convened conversations to discuss cutting edge issues.
We advocated to reduce poverty and inequality through participatory decision-making with
community members and policymakers. We also highlighted the voice and participation of
children.

Thank you for your heartfelt commitment to aid vulnerable families with children, who continue
to cope with the pandemic’s devastating effects. None of these success stories would be
possible without your support:

Research

e Equity for Children conducted an estimation of child poverty in Argentina with
UNICEF and a consortium of Universities. The study, which was featured in La Nacion,
Argentina’s main newspaper, found that the poverty rate for people in households with
children and adolescents increased almost twofold in the second quarter of 2020. To
read more about the findings, click: Monetary poverty and non-monetary deprivations in

Argentina.

e Equity for Children was awarded a consultancy with UNICEF’s Office of Evaluation,
for a scoping report to evaluate UNICEF’s global child poverty reduction efforts,

their impact and effectiveness. Objectives include identifying key issues in the existing
literature about measurement, advocacy and policy making, as well as interviewing
UNICEF staff about strategic innovations. A final report will include stakeholder and
informational gap analyses.

e The Complutense University Journal of Social Sciences published my research
paper analyzing socio-economic inequality in Argentina from 2016-2020 for children and
families. Inequality, expressed through monetary poverty and non-monetary
deprivations, affect more than half the country’s children.



Advocacy

e Equity for Children hosted a webinar series about Latin American Children and
COVID-19 entitled: Journalists in Dialog with Experts. The series delved into implications
for the approximately 150 million children who were plunged into multidimensional
poverty during the pandemic. Click to read the Final Report and view the Video
Summary (In Spanish with English Subtitles).

e The book. Leaving No Child and No Adolescent Behind, which | edited, draws on
experiences from 35 countries and provides in-depth analysis of rich empirical evidence,
while reflecting on the meaning of ‘inclusion’ for children and adolescents who are often
left behind.

o The UN asked me to participate in the United Nations High-Level Political Forum,
which discussed the role of child-sensitive social protection for a resilient recovery from
COVID-19. Participants included ambassadors from around the world, the UNICEF
Regional Advisor for Social and Economic Policy in East Asia and Pacific, and youth
advocates. The Forum illuminated the critical and economically sound role that
investments in social protection play in responding to the pandemic’s shocks.

e Equity for Children and A Chance In Life partnered to produce a video series

about The Village, a Drop-in Youth Center in Staten Island, where adolescents who are
disconnected from school and employment receive college readiness training,
recreational activities, meal packages, legal counseling, psychological support, and
leadership development training. This is an ongoing project that focuses on helping
students build competencies and skills to overcome poverty and have a chance to
succeed.

Our goal in 2022 is to continue much needed Covid-19-related programming by shining a light
on innovative practices and theories. This year, we will focus on producing evidence-based
advocacy tools and key messages to promote the reduction of child poverty and inequality.



